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Rules of the House of Representatives, and,
subject to the adoption of expense resolu-
tions as required by clause 6 of rule X of the
House Rules, to incur expenses (including
travel expenses) in connection therewith.

(c) Not later than February 15 of the first
session of a Congress, the Committee shall
meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Con-
gress for submission to the Committee on
House Administration, the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and the
Committee on Appropriations in accordance
with the provisions of clause (2)(d) of Rule X
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

REPORTS
RULE 24—AVAILABILITY BEFORE FILING

(a) Any report accompanying any bill or
resolution ordered reported to the House by
the Committee shall be available to all Com-
mittee members at least 36 hours prior to fil-
ing with the House.

(b) No material change shall be made in
any report made available to members pur-
suant to section (a) without the concurrence
of the Ranking Minority Member or by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee.

(c) Notwithstanding any other rule of the
Committee, either or both subsections (a)
and (b) may be waived by the Chair or with
a majority vote by the Committee.

RULE 25—REPORT ON THE BUDGET RESOLUTION

(a) The report of the Committee to accom-
pany a concurrent resolution on the budget
shall include a comparison of the estimated
or actual levels for the year preceding the
budget year with the proposed spending and
revenue levels for the budget year and each
outyear along with the appropriate percent-
age increase or decrease for each budget
function and aggregate. The report shall in-
clude any roll call vote on any motion to
amend or report any measure.

RULE 26—PARLIAMENTARIAN’S STATUS REPORT
AND SECTION 302 STATUS REPORT

(a)(1) In order to carry out its duty under
sections 311 and 312 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of
Representatives as to the current level of
spending and revenues as compared to the
levels set forth in the latest agreed-upon
concurrent resolution on the budget, the
Committee shall advise the Speaker on at
least a monthly basis when the House is in
session as to its estimate of the current level
of spending and revenue. Such estimates
shall be prepared by the staff of the Com-
mittee, transmitted to the Speaker in the
form of a Parliamentarian’s Status Report,
and printed in the Congressional Record.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Par-
liamentarian’s Status Report described
above.

(b)(1) In order to carry out its duty under
sections 302 and 312 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of
Representatives as to the current level of
spending within the jurisdiction of Commit-
tees as compared to the appropriate alloca-
tions made pursuant to the Budget Act in
conformity with the latest agreed-upon con-
current resolution on the budget, the Com-
mittee shall, as necessary, advise the Speak-
er as to its estimate of the current level of
spending within the jurisdiction of appro-
priate Committees. Such estimates shall be
prepared by the staff of the Committee and
transmitted to the Speaker in the form of a
Section 302 Status Report.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Sec-
tion 302 Status Report described above.

RULE 27—ACTIVITY REPORT

(a) After an adjournment sine die of a reg-

ular session of a Congress or after December
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15 of an even-numbered year, the chair of the
Committee may file any time with the Clerk
the Committee’s activity report for that
Congress pursuant to clause (1)(d)(1) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives without the approval of the Committee,
if a copy of the report has been available to
each member of the Committee for at least
seven calendar days and the report includes
any supplemental, minority, or additional
views submitted by a member of the Com-
mittee.

(b) Such report shall include separate sec-
tions summarizing the legislative and over-
sight activities of the Committee; a sum-
mary of the actions taken and recommenda-
tions made; a summary of any additional
oversight activities undertaken by the Com-
mittee, and any recommendations made or
actions taken thereon; and a delineation of
any hearings held.

MISCELLANEOUS
RULE 26—BROADCASTING OF MEETINGS AND
HEARINGS

(a) It shall be the policy of the Committee
to give all news media access to open hear-
ings of the Committee, subject to the re-
quirements and limitations set forth in
clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives.

(b) Whenever any Committee business
meeting is open to the public, that meeting
may be covered, in whole or in part, by tele-
vision broadcast, radio broadcast, still pho-
tography, or by any of such methods of cov-
erage, in accordance with clause 4 of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 29—APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

(a) Majority party members recommended
to the Speaker as conferees shall be rec-
ommended by the Chair subject to the ap-
proval of the majority party members of the
Committee.

(b) The Chair shall recommend such minor-
ity party members as conferees as shall be
determined by the minority party; the rec-
ommended party representation shall be in
approximately the same proportion as that
in the Committee.

RULE 30—WAIVERS

(a) When a reported bill or joint resolution,
conference report, or anticipated floor
amendment violates any provision of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Chair
may, if practical, consult with the Com-
mittee members on whether the Chair should
recommend, in writing, that the Committee
on Rules report a special rule that enforces
the Act by not waiving the applicable points
of order during the consideration of such
measure.

——————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,

Washington, DC, January 30, 2017.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause
2(a)(2) of House Rule XI, the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform adopted
its rules for the 115th Congress on January
24, 2017, and I submit them now for publica-
tion in the Congressional Record.

Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.
RULE 1—GENERAL

(a) Rules of the House. The Rules of the

House are the rules of the Committee on
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Oversight and Government Reform (‘‘the
Committee’’) and its subcommittees so far as
applicable.

(b) Application of the Rules. Except where
the terms ‘‘the Committee” and ‘‘sub-
committee’ are specifically referred to, the
following rules shall apply to the Committee
and its subcommittees as well as to their re-
spective chairs, ranking minority members,
members, and staff.

RULE 2—MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings. The regular meet-
ings of the Committee shall be held on the
second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m.,
when the House is in session. The Chair of
the Committee is authorized to dispense
with a regular meeting or to change the date
thereof when circumstances warrant.

(b) Additional and Special Meetings. The
Chair of the Committee may call and con-
vene additional meetings, when cir-
cumstances warrant. A special meeting of
the Committee may be requested by mem-
bers of the Committee pursuant to the provi-
sions of House Rule XI, clause 2(c)(2).

(c) Subcommittee Meetings. Each sub-
committee shall meet at the call of its chair,
subject to Rule 7.

(d) Presiding Member. The chair of the
Committee or a subcommittee shall preside
over each meeting and hearing thereof (‘‘the
presiding member’’). If the chair of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee is not present dur-
ing a meeting or hearing thereof, the Vice
Chair of the Committee or subcommittee,
designated pursuant to House Rule XI,
clause 2(d), shall serve as the presiding mem-
ber during the absence of the chair. If the
chair and vice chair of the Committee or a
subcommittee are not present during a meet-
ing or hearing thereof, the ranking member
of the majority party on the Committee or
subcommittee who is present shall serve as
the presiding member during the absence of
the chair and vice chair.

(e) Notice. The chair of the Committee or
a subcommittee shall announce the date,
place, and subject matter of a meeting or
hearing pursuant to House Rule XI, clause
2(2)3)(A).

(f) Agenda. Every member of the Com-
mittee, unless prevented by unusual cir-
cumstances, shall be provided with a memo-
randum at least 72 hours before each meeting
or hearing explaining: (1) the purpose of the
meeting or hearing; and (2) the names, titles,
background and reasons for appearance of
any witnesses. The ranking minority mem-
ber shall be responsible for providing the
same information on witnesses whom the mi-
nority may request.

(g) Availability of Text. To the maximum
extent practicable, amendments to a meas-
ure or matter shall be submitted in writing
or electronically to the designee of the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee at least 24 hours
prior to its consideration of the measure or
matter. The chair may exercise discretion to
give priority to amendments submitted in
advance.

RULE 3—QUORUMS

(a) Generally. A majority of the members
of the Committee or a subcommittee shall
form a quorum for the Committee or sub-
committee, respectively, except that two
members shall constitute a quorum for tak-
ing testimony and receiving evidence, and
one third of the members shall form a
quorum for taking any action other than for
which the presence of a majority of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee is otherwise re-
quired.

(b) Subcommittee Field Hearings. The
Chair of the Committee may, at the request
of a subcommittee chair, make a temporary
assignment of any member of the Committee
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to such subcommittee for the purpose of con-
stituting a quorum at and participating in
any public hearing by such subcommittee to
be held outside of Washington, DC. A mem-
ber appointed to such temporary positions
shall not be a voting member. The Chair of
the Committee shall give reasonable notice
of such temporary assignment to the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee and
of the respective subcommittee.

RULE 4—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Bills and Resolutions. Each bill or reso-
lution approved by the Committee shall be
reported by the Chair of the Committee pur-
suant to House Rule XIII, clauses 2-4.

(b) Approval of Investigative and Oversight
Reports. Only those investigative or over-
sight reports approved by a majority vote of
the Committee at a meeting at which a
quorum is present may be ordered printed,
unless otherwise required by the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(c) Notice of Investigative and Oversight
Reports. A proposed investigative or over-
sight report shall not be considered in the
Committee unless the proposed report has
been available to the members of the Com-
mittee for at least three calendar days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days, unless the House is in session on such
days) before consideration of such proposed
report in the Committee. If a hearing has
been held on the matter reported upon, every
reasonable effort shall be made to have such
hearing printed and available to the mem-
bers of the Committee before the consider-
ation of the proposed report in the Com-
mittee.

(d) Additional Views. If at the time of ap-
proval of a report, a member of the Com-
mittee gives notice of intent to file supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting
views any member of the Committee shall be
entitled to file such views following House
Rule XI, clause 2(1) and Rule XIII, clause
3(a)(D).

RULE 5—RECORD VOTES

(a) Request for Record Vote. A record vote
of the members may be had upon the request
of any member upon approval of a one-fifth
vote of the members present.

(b) Postponement of a Record Vote. Pursu-
ant to House Rule XI, clause 2 (h)(4), the pre-
siding member at a meeting is authorized to
postpone further proceedings when a record
vote is ordered on the question of approving
a measure or matter or on adopting an
amendment and to resume proceedings on a
postponed question at any time after reason-
able notice. When proceedings resume on a
postponed question, notwithstanding any in-
tervening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same
extent as when the question was postponed.
After consultation with the ranking minor-
ity member, the chair shall take reasonable
steps to notify members on the resumption
of proceedings on any postponed record vote.

RULE 6—SUBCOMMITTEES; REFERRALS

(a)(1) There shall be six subcommittees of
the Committee, with appropriate party ra-
tios, as follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Government Oper-
ations, which shall have legislative and over-
sight jurisdiction over government manage-
ment and accounting measures; the econ-
omy, efficiency, and management of govern-
ment operations and activities; procure-
ment; federal property; public information;
federal records; federal civil service; govern-
ment reorganizations; the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice; the National Archives; the Census Bu-
reau; and the District of Columbia.

(B) Subcommittee on Healthcare, Benefits,
and Administrative Rules, which shall have
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oversight jurisdiction over health care pol-
icy, administration, and programs; regu-
latory affairs; government-wide rules and
regulations; financial services; and the ad-
ministration and solvency of benefit and en-
titlement programs; and legislative jurisdic-
tion over regulatory affairs and federal pa-
perwork reduction.

(C) Subcommittee on the Interior, Energy,
and Environment, which shall have oversight
jurisdiction over energy policy, public lands,
environmental policy, fish and wildlife, min-
ing, energy development, pollution, and re-
lated regulations.

(D) Subcommittee on Information Tech-
nology, which shall have oversight jurisdic-
tion over information security, including cy-
bersecurity and federal information security;
information technology policy, management,
and procurement; emerging technologies; in-
tellectual property; telecommunications;
and privacy.

(E) Subcommittee on Intergovernmental
Affairs, which shall have legislative and
oversight jurisdiction over the relationship
between the federal government and states
and municipalities, including unfunded man-
dates, federal regulations, grants, and pro-
grams.

(F) Subcommittee on National Security,
which shall have oversight jurisdiction over
national security; homeland security; for-
eign operations, including the relationships
between the United States and international
organizations of which the United States is a
member; immigration; defense; and criminal
justice.

(2) In addition, each subcommittee shall
have specific responsibility for such other
measures or matters as the Chair of the
Committee refers to it.

(3) Each subcommittee with legislative ju-
risdiction shall review and study, on a con-
tinuing basis, the application, administra-
tion, execution, and effectiveness of those
laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of
which is within its general responsibility.

(b) Referrals. Bills, resolutions, and other
matters may be expeditiously referred by the
Chair of the Committee to subcommittees,
as appropriate in the determination of the
Chair of the Committee, for consideration or
investigation in accordance with subcommit-
tees’ jurisdictions. Bills, resolutions, and
other matters referred to subcommittees
may be re-referred or discharged by the
Chair of the Committee when, in the judg-
ment of the Chair, the subcommittee is not
able to complete its work or cannot reach
agreement therein.

(¢c) Membership. The Chair of the Com-
mittee shall assign members to the sub-
committees and shall designate the chair
and vice-chair of each subcommittee. Minor-
ity party assignments, including designation
of the ranking minority member of each sub-
committee, shall be made only with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee.

(d) Ex Officio Membership. The Chair of
the Committee and the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall be ex officio
members of all subcommittees. They are au-
thorized to vote on subcommittee matters;
but, unless they are regular members of the
subcommittee, they shall not be counted in
determining a subcommittee quorum other
than a quorum for taking testimony.

RULE 7—SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AND MEETING
PROCEDURE

(a) Generally. Each subcommittee is au-
thorized to meet, hold hearings, receive tes-
timony, markup legislation, and report to
the Committee on any measure or matter re-
ferred to it.

(b) During Committee Meetings and Hear-
ings. No subcommittee may meet or hold a
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hearing at the same time as a meeting or
hearing of the Committee.

(¢) Scheduling. Each subcommittee chair
shall set hearing and meeting dates only
with the approval of the Chair of the Com-
mittee with a view toward assuring the
availability of meeting rooms and avoiding
simultaneous scheduling of meetings or
hearings.

RULE 8—STAFF

(a) Employment Authority. Except as oth-
erwise provided by House Rule X, clauses 6,
7 and 9, the Chair of the Committee shall
have the authority to hire and discharge em-
ployees of the professional and clerical staff
of the Committee and subcommittees.

(b) Duties. Except as otherwise provided by
House Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the staff of
the Committee and subcommittees shall be
subject to the direction of the Chair of the
Committee and shall perform such duties as
the Chair of the Committee may assign.

RULE 9—HEARINGS

(a) Generally. Hearings shall be conducted
according to the procedures in House Rule
XI, clause 2(k). All questions put to wit-
nesses before the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be relevant to the subject
matter before the Committee or sub-
committee for consideration, and the pre-
siding member shall rule on the relevance of
any question put to a witness.

(b) Recognition and Order of Questioning.
A member may question witnesses only when
recognized by the presiding member for that
purpose. In accordance with House Rule XI,
clause 2(j)(2), the five-minute rule shall
apply during the questioning of witnesses in
a hearing. The presiding member shall, so far
as practicable, recognize alternately based
on seniority of those majority and minority
members present at the time the hearing was
called to order and others based on their ar-
rival at the hearing. After that, additional
time may be extended at the direction of the
presiding member.

(c) Extended Questioning. The presiding
member, or the Committee or subcommittee
by motion, may permit a specified number of
majority and minority members to question
a witness for a specified, total period that is
equal for each side and not longer than thir-
ty minutes for each side.

(d) Staff Questioning. The presiding mem-
ber, or the Committee or subcommittee by
motion, may permit Committee or sub-
committee staff of the majority and minor-
ity to question a witness for a specified,
total period that is equal for each side and
not longer than thirty minutes for each side.

(e) Time for Questioning. Nothing in para-
graph (c) or (d) affects the rights of a mem-
ber (other than a member designated under
paragraph (c)) to question a witness for 5
minutes in accordance with paragraph (b). In
any extended questioning permitted under
paragraph (c¢) or (d), the presiding member
shall determine how to allocate the time
permitted for extended questioning by ma-
jority members or staff, and the ranking mi-
nority member shall determine how to allo-
cate the time permitted for extended ques-
tioning by minority members or staff.

(f) Witness Statements. Witnesses appear-
ing before the Committee or a subcommittee
shall, so far as practicable, submit written
statements at least 24 hours before their ap-
pearance.

(g) Oaths. The presiding member may ad-
minister oaths to any witness before the
Committee or subcommittee. All witnesses
appearing in hearings may be administered
the following oath by the presiding member
prior to receiving the testimony: ‘“Do you
solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony
that you are about to give is the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?”’



January 30, 2017

RULE 10—COMMITTEE RECORDS, OPEN MEETINGS,
TRANSPARENCY

(a) Generally. The Committee and sub-
committee staff shall maintain in the Com-
mittee offices a complete record of Com-
mittee and subcommittee actions from the
current Congress including a record of the
roll call votes taken at business meetings.
The original records, or true copies thereof,
as appropriate, shall be available for public
inspection whenever the Committee offices
are open for public business. The staff shall
assure that such original records are pre-
served with no unauthorized alteration, addi-
tions, or defacement.

(b) Transcripts of Proceedings. A steno-
graphic record of all testimony shall be kept
of public hearings and shall be made avail-
able on such conditions as the Chair of the
Committee may prescribe.

(c) Open Meetings. Meetings and hearings
shall be open to the public or closed in ac-
cordance with the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(d) Committee Website. The Chair of the
Committee shall maintain an official website
on behalf of the Committee for the purpose
of furthering the Committee’s legislative
and oversight responsibilities, including
communicating information about the Com-
mittee’s activities to Committee members
and other members of the House. To the
greatest extent practicable, the Chair of the
Committee shall ensure that Committee
records are made available on the Commit-
tee’s official website in appropriate formats.

(e) Minority Website. The Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee is authorized
to maintain an official website on behalf of
the minority members of the Committee for
the same purpose as in paragraph (d), includ-
ing communicating information about the
activities of the minority to Committee
members and other members of the House.

(f) Archived Records. The records of the
Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with rule
VII of the Rules of the House. The Chair
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of the rule, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on written request of any member of the
Committee.

RULE 11—AUDIO AND VISUAL COVERAGE OF

COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

(a) Generally. An open meeting or hearing
may be covered, in whole or in part, by tele-
vision broadcast, radio broadcast, internet
broadcast, and still photography, unless
closed subject to the provisions of House
Rules. Any such coverage shall conform to
the provisions of House Rule XI, clause 4.

(b) Committee Broadcast System. Use of
the Committee Broadcast System shall be
fair and nonpartisan, and in accordance with
House Rule XI, clause 4(b), and all other ap-
plicable rules of the House and the Com-
mittee. Members of the Committee shall
have prompt access to a copy of coverage by
the Committee Broadcast System, to the ex-
tent that such coverage is maintained.

(c) Other Coverage. Personnel providing
coverage of an open meeting or hearing of
the Committee by internet broadcast, other
than through the Committee Broadcast Sys-
tem shall be currently accredited to the
Radio and Television Correspondents’ Gal-
leries. If the Committee Broadcast System is
not available, the Chair of the Committee
may, with the concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee, direct
staff to provide coverage in a manner that is
fair and nonpartisan and in accordance with
House Rule XI, clause 4.
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RULE 12—ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE CHAIR OF
THE COMMITTEE

The Chair of the Committee shall:

(a) Make available to other committees
the findings and recommendations resulting
from the investigations of the Committee, as
required by House Rule X, clause 4(c)(2);

(b) Direct such review and studies on—

(1) the impact or probable impact of tax
policies affecting subjects within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, as required by House
Rule X, clause 2(c);

(2) the operation of Government activities
at all levels with a view to determining their
economy and efficiency, as required by
House Rule X, clause 3(1);

(3) the effect of laws enacted to reorganize
the legislative and executive branches of the
Government, as required by House Rule X,
clause 4(c)(1)(B); and

(4) intergovernmental relationships be-
tween the United States and the States and
municipalities and between the United
States and international organizations of
which the United States is a member, as re-
quired by House Rule X, clause 4(c)(1)(C);

(c) Submit to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration and the Committee on Appro-
priations the Committee’s authorization and
oversight plan as required by House Rule X,
clause 2(d);

(d) Report to the House by March 31 in the
first session of Congress, after consultation
with the Speaker, the Majority Leader, and
the Minority Leader, the authorization and
oversight plans submitted by committees to-
gether with any recommendations that the
Committee or the House leadership group de-
scribed above may make to ensure the most
effective coordination of authorization and
oversight pans and otherwise achieve the ob-
jectives of House Rule X, clause 2;

(e) Submit to the House such recommenda-
tions as the Committee considers necessary
or desirable in connection with the reports of
the Comptroller General, as required by
House Rule X, clause 4(c)(1)(A);

(f) Submit to the Committee on the Budget
views and estimates required by House Rule
X, clause 4(f), and to file reports with the
House as required by the Congressional
Budget Act;

(g) Authorize and issue subpoenas as pro-
vided in House Rule XI, clause 2(m), in the
conduct of any investigation or activity or
series of investigations or activities within
the jurisdiction of the Committee;

(h) Prepare, after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, a budget for the Committee;

(i) Make any necessary technical and con-
forming changes to legislation reported by
the Committee upon unanimous consent; and

(j) Offer motions under clause 1 of Rule
XXII of the Rules of the House (motion to re-
quest or agree to a conference) whenever the
Chair of the Committee considers it appro-
priate.

RULE 13—CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

(a) Commemorative Stamps. The deter-
mination of the subject matter of commemo-
rative stamps and new semi-postal issues is
properly for consideration by the Postmaster
General and the Committee will not give
consideration to legislative proposals speci-
fying the subject matter of commemorative
stamps and new semi-postal issues. It is sug-
gested that recommendations for the subject
matter of stamps be submitted to the Post-
master General.

(b) Postal Naming Bills. The consideration
of bills designating facilities of the United
States Postal Service shall be conducted so
as to minimize the time spent on such mat-
ters by the Committee and the House.

(c) Resolutions. The Chair of the Com-
mittee shall not request to have scheduled
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any resolution for consideration under sus-
pension of the Rules, which expresses appre-
ciation, commends, congratulates, cele-
brates, recognizes the accomplishments of,
or celebrates the anniversary of, an entity,
event, group, individual, institution, team or
government program; or acknowledges or
recognizes a period of time for such purposes.
RULE 14—PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) Generally. The Chair of the Committee
is authorized to appoint panels or task forces
to carry out the duties and functions of the
Committee.

(b) Ex Officio Membership. The Chair and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
may serve as ex-officio members of each
panel or task force established under this
Rule.

(c) Appointment of Leadership. The chair
of any panel or task force shall be appointed
by the Chair of the Committee. The Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee shall se-
lect a ranking minority member for each
panel or task force.

(d) Application of Rules. The House and
Committee rules applicable to subcommittee
meetings, hearings, recommendations, and
reports shall apply to the meetings, hear-
ings, recommendations, and reports of panels
and task forces.

(e) Termination. No panel or task force ap-
pointed under this Rule shall continue in ex-
istence for more than six months. A panel or
task force appointed under this Rule may,
upon the expiration of six months, be re-
appointed by the chair.

RULE 15—DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

(a) Generally. The Chair of the Committee,
upon consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee, may order the
taking of depositions, under oath and pursu-
ant to notice or subpoena.

(b) Notices. Notices for the taking of depo-
sitions shall specify the date, time, and place
of examination (if other than within the
Committee offices).

(c) Oaths. Depositions shall be taken under
oath administered by a member or a person
otherwise authorized to administer oaths.

(d) Consultation. Consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
shall include three business days’ notice be-
fore any deposition is taken. All members
shall also receive three business days’ notice
that a deposition has been scheduled.

(e) Attendance. Witnesses may be accom-
panied at a deposition by counsel to advise
them of their rights. No one may be present
at depositions except members, Committee
staff designated by the Chair of the Com-
mittee or the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee, an official reporter, the wit-
ness, and the witness’s counsel. Observers or
counsel for other persons, or for agencies
under investigation, may not attend.

(f) Requirement of Member Attendance. At
least one member of the Committee shall be
present at each deposition taken by the
Committee, unless—

(1) the witness to be deposed agrees in
writing to waive this requirement; or

(2) the Committee authorizes the taking of
a specified deposition pursuant to H. Res. 5
without the presence of a member of the
Committee during a specified period, pro-
vided that the House is not in session on the
day of the deposition.

(g) Who May Question. A deposition shall
be conducted by any member or staff attor-
ney designated by the Chair of the Com-
mittee or Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee. When depositions are conducted
by Committee staff attorneys, there shall be
no more than two Committee staff attorneys
permitted to question a witness per round.
One of the Committee staff attorneys shall
be designated by the Chair of the Committee
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and the other by the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee. Other Committee
staff members designated by the Chair of the
Committee or Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee may attend, but may not
pose questions to the witness.

(h) Order of Questions. Questions in the
deposition shall be propounded in rounds, al-
ternating between the majority and minor-
ity. A single round shall not exceed 60 min-
utes per side, unless the members or staff at-
torneys conducting the deposition agree to a
different length of questioning. In each
round, a member or Committee staff attor-
ney designated by the Chair of the Com-
mittee shall ask questions first, and the
member or Committee staff attorney des-
ignated by the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee shall ask questions second.

(i) Objections. Any objection made during
a deposition must be stated concisely and in
a non-argumentative and non-suggestive
manner. The witness may refuse to answer a
question only to preserve a privilege. When
the witness has objected and refused to an-
swer a question to preserve a privilege, the
Chair of the Committee may rule on any
such objection after the deposition has ad-
journed. If the Chair of the Committee over-
rules any such objection and thereby orders
a witness to answer any question to which a
privilege objection was lodged, such ruling
shall be filed with the clerk of the Com-
mittee and shall be provided to the members
and the witness no less than three days be-
fore the reconvened deposition. If a member
of the Committee appeals in writing the rul-
ing of the Chair, the appeal shall be pre-
served for Committee consideration. A depo-
nent who refuses to answer a question after
being directed by the Chair in writing to an-
swer may be subject to sanction, except that
no sanctions may be imposed if the ruling of
the Chair is reversed by the Committee on
appeal.

(j) Record of Testimony. Committee staff
shall ensure that the testimony is either
transcribed or electronically recorded or
both. If a witness’s testimony is transcribed,
the witness or the witness’s counsel shall be
afforded an opportunity to review a copy. No
later than five days thereafter, the witness
may submit suggested changes to the Chair
of the Committee. Committee staff may
make any typographical and technical
changes. Substantive changes, modifica-
tions, clarifications, or amendments to the
deposition transcript submitted by the wit-
ness must be accompanied by a letter signed
by the witness requesting the changes and a
statement of the witness’s reasons for each
proposed change. Any substantive changes,
modifications, clarifications, or amendments
shall be included as an appendix to the tran-
script conditioned upon the witness signing
the transcript.

(k) Transcription Requirements. The indi-
vidual administering the oath, if other than
a member, shall certify on the transcript
that the witness was duly sworn. The tran-
scriber shall certify that the transcript is a
true record of the testimony, and the tran-
script shall be filed, together with any elec-
tronic recording, with the clerk of the Com-
mittee in Washington, D.C. Depositions shall
be considered to have been taken in Wash-
ington, D.C., as well as the location actually
taken once filed there with the clerk of the
Committee for the Committee’s use. The
Chair of the Committee and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee shall be
provided with a copy of the transcripts of the
deposition at the same time.

(1) Release. The Chair of the Committee
and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee shall consult regarding the release of
depositions. If either objects in writing to a
proposed release of a deposition or a portion
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thereof, the matter shall be promptly re-
ferred to the Committee for resolution.

(m) Provision of Rules to Witnesses. A wit-
ness shall not be required to testify unless
the witness has been provided with a copy of
the Committee’s rules.

RULE 16—WITNESS PROCEDURE

(a) Witness Disclosures. Witnesses appear-
ing at a hearing of the Committee or a sub-
committee in a non-governmental capacity
shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclo-
sure of the amount and source (by agency
and program) of each federal grant (or
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract
thereof), as well as the amount and source of
payments or contracts originating from for-
eign governments, insofar as they relate to
the subject matter of the hearing, received
during the current calendar year or either of
the two previous calendar years, by the wit-
ness or by an entity represented by the wit-
ness.

(b) Representation by Counsel. When rep-
resenting a witness or entity before the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee in response to a
request or subpoena from the Committee, or
in connection with testimony before the
Committee or a subcommittee, counsel for
the witness or entity must promptly submit
to the Committee a notice of appearance
specifying the following: (1) counsel’s name,
firm or organization, bar membership, and
contact information including email; and (2)
each client or entity represented by the
counsel in connection with the proceeding.

—————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
COMMERCE FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, January 30, 2017.
Hon. KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MS. HAAS, Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I present the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce for the
1156th Congress for publication in the Con-
gressional Record.

Sincerely,
GREG WALDEN,
Chairman.
Attachment.

(Adopted January 25, 2017)
RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Rules of the Committee. The Rules of
the House are the rules of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce (the ‘‘Committee’’)
and its subcommittees so far as is applicable.

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the
Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and to its
rules so far as is applicable. Written rules
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding
on each subcommittee of the Committee.

RULE 2. MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Days. The Committee
shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of
bills, resolutions, and other business, if the
House is in session on that day. If the House
is not in session on that day and the Com-
mittee has not met during such month, the
Committee shall meet at the earliest prac-
ticable opportunity when the House is again
in session. The chairman of the Committee
may, at his discretion, cancel, delay, or defer
any meeting required under this section,
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after consultation with the ranking minority
member.

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or
resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purposes
pursuant to that call of the chairman.

(c) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of any meeting of the Committee
scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday when the House will be in session
shall be announced at least 36 hours (exclu-
sive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such days) in advance of the commencement
of such meeting. The date, time, place, and
subject matter of other meetings when the
House is in session shall be announced to
allow Members to have at least three days
notice (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays except when the House is in
session on such days) of such meeting. The
date, time, place, and subject matter of all
other meetings shall be announced at least
72 hours in advance of the commencement of
such meeting.

(d) Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee meeting, setting out all items of busi-
ness to be considered, shall be provided to
each member of the Committee at least 36
hours in advance of such meeting.

(e) Availability of Texts. No bill, rec-
ommendation, or other matter shall be con-
sidered by the Committee unless the text of
the matter, together with an explanation,
has been available to members of the Com-
mittee for three days (or 24 hours in the case
of a substitute for introduced legislation).
Such explanation shall include a summary of
the major provisions of the legislation, an
explanation of the relationship of the matter
to present law, and a summary of the need
for the legislation.

(f) Waiver. The requirements of sub-
sections (c¢), (d), and (e) may be waived by a
majority of those present and voting (a ma-
jority being present) of the Committee or by
the chairman with the concurrence of the
ranking member, as the case may be.

RULE 3. HEARINGS

(a) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of any hearing of the Committee
shall be announced at least one week in ad-
vance of the commencement of such hearing,
unless a determination is made in accord-
ance with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House that there is good cause
to begin the hearing sooner.

(b) Memorandum. Each member of the
Committee shall be provided, except in the
case of unusual circumstances, with a memo-
randum at least 48 hours before each hearing
explaining (1) the purpose of the hearing and
(2) the names of any witnesses.

(c) Witnesses. (1) Each witness who is to
appear before the Committee shall file with
the clerk of the Committee, at least two
working days in advance of his or her ap-
pearance, sufficient copies, as determined by
the chairman of the Committee of a written
statement of his or her proposed testimony
to provide to members and staff of the Com-
mittee, the news media, and the general pub-
lic. BEach witness shall, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, also provide a copy of such
written testimony in an electronic format
prescribed by the chairman. Each witness
shall limit his or her oral presentation to a
brief summary of the argument. The chair-
man of the Committee or the presiding mem-
ber may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof.

(2) To the greatest extent practicable, the
written testimony of each witness appearing
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